The starch granuloma syndrome.
Starch glove powder is not entirely innocuous when introduced into the peritoneal cavity. Foreign body granulomas formed as relation to starch deposited in the peritoneal cavity may closely resemble malignant seedlings and thus mislead the surgeon in his proposed treatment of bowel cancer. In addition, the occurrence of starch granuloma peritonitis may provoke an unnecessary operation in a patient presenting with fever and peritoneal irritation a few weeks after a seemingly uncomplicated laparotomy.